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Little Star SCHOOL sparks children’s curiosity, compassion, 
and sense of community through joyful learning and discovery.

Letter from the Executive Director

OUR Mission

Little Star turns 40 this coming March! Some of our current teachers were students in the very 
first class up on the hill behind Winthrop. What started as a small preschool program for three 
and four year olds has blossomed into a community wide childcare and early learning school 
serving children from infancy up through age six. While we have grown significantly, Little Star 
is still that special place that Rayma Hayes founded in 1982 -- a place that celebrates the magic 
of childhood, honors relationships and builds community. Even during a pandemic. 

Over the years, we have made important strides to meet the growing needs of our community 
and to address the issues surrounding affordability and accessibility for early learning and 
childcare. We continue to participate in state-wide advocacy efforts to address these issues -- 
and some key investments have been made. 

But there is more work to do -- we keep 
saying this because it’s true! And we can’t 
afford to wait for the state and national 
funding landscape to change. Our families 
and teachers deserve better.

Therefore, as we celebrate our 40th 
birthday, we are taking the bold step to raise $2M for our Rayma Hayes Financial Aid Endowment 
Campaign! This will ensure that all children and families can get the care they need and that early 
learning teachers have health care and wages commensurate with K-12 teachers -- in perpetuity.
To learn more, email dani@littlestarschool.org

With love & gratitude, 

Dani Reynaud

2021-2022 Staff & Board

Little Star Winthrop 
Early Childhood Teacher

Our dedicated teachers continue to show enormous resolve to serve our community’s 
children during the COVID-19 pandemic. Please say thank you if you see them!

I can hardly believe that I have 
been a part of  Little Star for half 
my life!  I have worked in other 
schools, but when I came here, I 
knew that I was home. The loving, 
supportive culture of our school 
nurtures not only the children, 
but the families and staff as 
well. Maria Montessori wrote 
poignantly about the importance 
of the spiritual preparation (self 
care) of the teacher, and Little Star 
honors and nurtures that. My life 
has been immeasurably enriched 
by this opportunity. Thank you. 
And, thanks to Rayma!  

Kim Claussen

“

teacherspotlight

To learn more about our amazing staff and board, please visit: littlestarschool.org/staff-and-board

We celebrate and honor Kim on her 
thirtieth year of teaching at Little Star!

”

Another year of Little Star means love, 
joy, and connections! Together, we:

Distributed $86,894 of 
financial aid to over 30% 
of families attending 
Little Star. 

Stayed open and strong 
despite ongoing challenges 
from COVID and wildfires

Nurtured 105 babies, toddlers, and 
preschoolers, preparing our next 
generation with a foundation of respect, 
empathy, motivation, and peace education.

Partnered with Room One, TwispWorks, 
and the Methow Valley School District 
to provide wraparound support for 
families in our community.

Collaborated with Family Health 
Centers, Confluence Health, and the 
Methow Valley Long Term Recovery 

Organization to support families with 
COVID prevention resources and testing. 

Employed 34 teachers 
and staff members and 
supported them with 
professional development 
and expanded benefits.

Successfully hosted 
our first ever online 
auction to support our 
children, teachers, and 
financial aid program.

We are so grateful for Little Star! The 
teachers are so thoughtful and caring 
and Max really seems to enjoy her 
time there. Max started at Little Star 
when she was three months old, and it 
was such a relief to know that she was 
receiving quality care and attention 
while we both went back to work.

 There’s no way we could both 
work our current jobs without this 
essential service in the Valley.

“

”

Parent
Spotlight

Ashley Thrasher 
& Chris Ramiskey

Fundraising, State & Federal Grants, PPP Forgivable Loan $366,911

$39,477

Tuition Income $944,906

TOTAL 2020-2021 INCOME $1,351,294

*Little Star continues to spend down our financial aid reserve fund to support families each year. This 
year, federal aid for childcare gave us a buffer that will allow us to put some funds back into the reserve.
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**Little Star’s building and maintenance expenses were higher than usual this year due to investments 
to improve ventilation and air filtration and make upgrades to our beloved Earth building on the 
Winthrop campus. Typically, building and maintenance accounts for about 7-8% of our budget.

$855,260

Education Program Expenses

$86,894

Administrative Expenses

$38,575

Financial Aid and Family Support

$25,816

TOTAL 2020-2021 EXPENSES $1,189,861

Building and Maintenance Expenses** $183,316

2020-2021 FINANCIALS2020-2021 FINANCIALS

Steve Hirsch & 
Rebecca Shoup

We continue to support Little Star because 
we recognize how very much their program 
enriches the lives of our young ones. We’ve 
chosen to include Little Star in our will to 
ensure that generations of children to come 
have the same opportunities at Little Star 
that our own children had. ”

“
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If you’d like to donate to the financial aid 
program, the Rayma Hayes Endowment, or 
make a planned gift to Little Star, please 
contact dani@littlestarschool.org.

In October, you can support Little Star 
and other important organizations 
through www.GiveMethow.org 

Every year, Little Star makes a 
significant commitment to support 
families in our community with need-
based financial aid. 

To respond to additional need caused 
by the pandemic and wildfires, we 
have significantly increased our 
financial aid budget to $120,000 in 
2021-2022. We rely on fundraising to 
make the program work! 

donor spotlight

Here’s how you can help little star serve families:

Make a tax-deductible donation: littlestarschool.org/giving

Consider a planned gift to Little Star in your financial or 
estate plan

Thank a teacher

Call your representative to advocate for public support 
of early childhood education

Did you knowDid you know

Volunteer on campus or join our substitute teaching team
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